
SUSTAINABLE 

COMMUNITY PLANNING



2 Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation

Quality, healthy, affordable homes, built in 

sustainable communites—that is an important goal of

CMHC. We carry out research on housing design

and technology, community planning, housing choice

and finance. We offer a wide variety of information

products to consumers and the housing industry to

help them make informed decisions.

Your Next Move - Choosing a Neighbourhood With Sustainable Features 
This guide is for anyone planning a move and considering neighbourhood features, like walkability

and access to daily destinations by foot, bike or bus. It describes the benefits of choosing 

neighbourhoods with these features and provides photos of real Canadian neighbourhoods. 

(Product no. 62180)

Sustainable Planning and Development for Small Communities Workshop
These workshops are designed specifically for municipal decision makers—people responsible for 

community planning and development. The workshop lays a solid conceptual foundation and at the same

time provides practical approaches and decision-making tools to help participants engage in successful

sustainable development. (more information at www.cmhc.ca)

Practices for Sustainable Communities  
Prepared in consultation with experienced practitioners and representatives of key professional 

associations, this Canadian guide to sustainable planning focuses on the physical dimension of 

community development. Its goal is to inspire innovative approaches with how-tos by presenting case

studies and Canadian best practices. (Product no. 62160)

The goal of CMHC's research on sustainable 

community planning is to encourage neighbourhood

design and land use planning approaches that reduce

costs and environmental impacts, while maintaining

community liveability. Our research provides best 

practices in design and development, tools for planners

and designers, and practical information for your home.
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RESIDENTIAL INTENSIFICATION AND BROWNFIELDS:

This series includes over 50 case studies on residential intensification from across Canada. By interviewing

developers, municipalities and occupants, the case studies highlight the challenges and innovative solutions

of intensification projects such as infill developments, conversions, brownfield and greyfield redevelopments.

There are also case studies of municipal initiatives that have helped developers overcome obstacles to 

residential intensification, including financial incentives, such as waiving fees, providing grants and tax

credits. All case studies are available on the web at www.cmhc.ca

Residential Intensification Case Studies - 
Built Projects
(Product no. 63520 - Research Report and 63440 -

Research Highlight)

Residential Intensification Case Studies - 
Municipal Initiatives 
(Product no. 63421 - Research Report and 63337 -

Research Highlight)

Brownfield Redevelopment for Housing -
Literature Review and Analysis and
Best Practice (Product no. 63948)

Brownfield Redevelopment for Housing 
in Canada - Case Studies
Greyfield Redevelopment for Housing 
in Canada - Case Studies 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD DESIGN:

Residential Street Pattern Design  
This research makes the case for fusing the grid pattern of the traditional city and conventional suburban

street patterns to improve infrastructure efficiency and neighbourhood quality. The fused grid pattern

creates people-friendly environments with increased open space and safe, sociable streets while making

walking easier. (Product no. 62486)

Applying Fused Grid Planning in Stratford, Ontario 
This study explains how Stratford Ontario studied three options for a new residential neighbourhood,

and selected a hybrid fused grid model.(Product no 63760)

Sustainable Community Design Demonstration in Okotoks, Alberta: Testing
Consumer Receptivity  
This research describes and illustrates a community design in 

Okotoks and summarizes the findings of a study that tested consumer 

receptivity to sustainable design features. (Product no. 63046)

The Headwaters Project: East Clayton Neighbourhood 
Concept Plan 
This study describes and illustrates a sustainable neighbourhood in

Surrey, British Columbia, and examines the environmental and 

economic benefits of this design over a more conventional suburban

design. (Product no. 62488) 
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Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Urban Travel: Tool for Evaluating
Neighbourhood Sustainability 
This includes a spreadsheet tool that estimates weekday urban travel and

resulting GHG emissions based on neighbourhood design, location and

demographic variables. (Product no. 62142 - Research Report/CD-ROM and 

62424 - Research Highlight)

Costing Mechanism to Facilitate Sustainable Community Planning 
The report represents the first phase of a two-phase project, to develop a costing

tool to aid in sustainable community development, particularly in comparing the

full, long-term costs of green infrastructure and various development 

scenarios. Phase 1 includes a discussion of community cost factors, 

background research including some initial cost data and 

recommendations for the tool development.(Product no. 64126)

TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

Housing Research e-Newsletter

Stay up-to-date with the latest socio-economic

housing research findings and events.

Research topics include sustainable community

planning; improving housing market effectiveness,

housing and population health, updates on

household and housing conditions and trends,

and housing solutions for “at risk” groups

such as persons with disabilities, seniors,

Aboriginals, immigrants, low-income

Canadians, the homeless and more. To sign

up, go to www.cmhc.ca/

cmhc-schl/en/inpr/enews/index/cfm
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INTEGRATED COMMUNITY DESIGN PROCESS:

Charrettes are increasingly used as planning tools for bringing together relevent stakeholders in the 

community design process, such as engineers, architects, planners, politicians and citizens. These 

publications offer advice on conducting charettes and provide specific examples of the charette process in

action in Canada.

Sustainable Community Planning and Development: Design Charrette Planning Guide
(Product no. 62982 - Research Report; 62779 - Research Highlight)

City of Yorkton Downtown Redevelopment Planning Charrette (Product no. 63970)

Town of Milton Eco-tech Village Pilot Project Urban Design Charrette : Making
Choices Towards Sustainability (Product no. 63434)

Tools for Planning Long-term Urban Sustainability: The CitiesPlus Design Charrettes
(Product no. 63417)
Calgary Integrated Design and Sustainable, Affordable Housing Charrette (Product no. 63390)

Integrated Design Charrette for a Sustainable UniverCity Community (Product no. 63214)

South East False Creek Design Charrette - Exploring High Density, Sustainable Urban
Development (Product no. 62494) 



PLANNING POLICY AND PRACTICE

Smart Growth in Canada: A Report Card
This study examined how smart growth principles have been 

implemented in Canada to date and their success in achieving their

goals through illustrative case studies. (Product no 64931)

Sustainability, Planning Practice, Housing Form and
Environmental Protection in the Toronto Region's Oak
Ridges Moraine 
The research focused on the impact and role of housing on growth and

institutional conflict in the Toronto region's Oak Ridges Moraine.

(Product no. 64062)

Building Communities: First Nations Best Practices for
Healthy Housing and Sustainable Community Development 
An easy-to-use guide for Aboriginal communities on how to create healthy 

and sustainable housing developments. (Product no. 62317)

Comprehensive Community Planning: Experiences in
Aboriginal Communities 
A summary of the community planning experiences of some First

Nations, Inuit and Northern communities across Canada, using 30

case studies. (Product no. 63596) 
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LOW-MAINTENANCE LANDSCAPES

Landscape Guide for Canadian Homes 
This guide helps Candian homeowners meet their landscape needs

while respecting the natural environment and saving time and money.

Profusely illustrated with many colour photos, drawings and

technical solutions, the guide provides practical tips on design,

installation and maintenance of plants, soil, pavements, decks

and much more. (Product no 63523)

About Your House
A factsheet series providing practical tips on a range of housing 

topics, including low-maintenance landscapes:

• Water-saving tips for your lawn and garden (Product no. 62042)

• Low-maintenance lawns (Product no. 63488)

• Rain gardens: Improve stormwater management in your 

yard (Product no. 63490)

• Get to know your soil (Product no. 63486)



CMHC publications, including research reports and Research Highlights (short
summaries), are available by calling 1 800 668-2642 or from the on-line
Order Desk at www.cmhc.ca. Search using the product number, title or the
subject categories. Reports that are not available through the order desk can be
obtained by calling the Canadian Housing Information Centre (CHIC) at
CMHC by calling 1 800 668-2642. For more information on these 
publications, contact CHIC.
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